
44 American Red Angus Magazine n October 2006

a viable tool for commercial cow-
calf producers, and widely exhibit-
ed red baldy steers produced from
their ranch.  In fact, Beckton trade-
marked the name “Regus” for this
early Red Angus/Hereford compos-
ite, also thinking that it would be a
good name for their Red Angus in

case “the Red Angus Association
didn’t work out.” Thankfully, the
Forbeses never needed to use the
name for that purpose, but the
Regus name can still be seen on the
dam side of many of their Category
1-B cattle. The 1-B category was
from the system adopted in 1980
(see Chapter 14) allowing cattle to
be bred up to purebred status (87 to
99% Red Angus).  

At the 1960 RAAAAnnual Meeting
in Brownsville, Texas, Walter Kruse
of the Texas Agricultural
Experiment Station made a presen-
tation on crossbreeding. The
Association decided that a standing
committee for Commercial Crosses
be formed and meet during the next
annual meeting. In addition, in
1960, the Association released its

Chapter Six,
Fundamental Decisions

Crossbreeding
Although not as well publicized,
the Red Angus Association’s very
early endorsement of crossbreeding
as a valuable pro-
duction tool for
commercial cow-
calf producers
might be consid-
ered every bit as
ground breaking as
RAAA policies on
performance test-
ing. At the time of
the formation of the
Red Angus
Association, most
commercial cattle
were straight bred.
Herefords dominat-
ed the western
United States,
Aberdeen-Angus
were making
inroads, Angus,
Polled Herefords
and Shorthorns
competed for market share in the
mid-west and east. Many producers
considered crossbred cattle little
more than low quality “mongrels.”
It was not until Dr. Don Good of
Kansas State University had the for-
titude to make a larger, heavier
muscled Charolais/Angus cross-
bred steer the champion steer at the
1969 International in Chicago that
crossbreeding started to become a
practice for consideration. 

Many Red Angus breeders thought
that the “red baldy” (Hereford/Red
Angus cross) was a particularly
complementary cross, and heavily
promoted this system. At the fore-
front of these early efforts was Sally
Forbes. Beckton included cross-
breeding in their advertisements as

RAAA Founders Endorsed Crossbreeding
Excerpts taken from The History of Red Angus

first brochure, which contained a
section on the merits of crossbreed-
ing with Red Angus. During the
1961 annual meeting, the
Commercial Cross Committee did
meet, and the Board approved pro-
duction of a pamphlet dealing
strictly with crossbreeding.

The Red Angus
Association’s
commitment to
the science of
crossbreeding
was demonstrat-
ed by adding the
Commercial
Cross Committee
to the
Association’s
Constitution and
Bylaws. For the
time, this ground
breaking move
on the part of the
Red Angus
Association was
every bit as inno-
vative as the
Association’s per-

formance policies. And, in the com-
ing years, the Association’s progres-
sive stance on crossbreeding would
continue to help differentiate Red
Angus from the more traditional
breed associations.

1960 Beckton Stock Farm ad published in the Western Livestock Journal.

Conoco - Champion Steer at the 1969
International in Chicago. Dr. Don Good is
pictured directly above the hip of Conoco.
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Chapter Eight,
A Home For Red Angus

In 1966, at the Thirteenth Annual
Membership meeting, the
Commercial Cross Committee rec-
ommendations would foreshadow
the commercial marketing services
that the Association would adopt
over the coming years:

RECOMMENDATIONS OF COM-
MERCIAL CROSSES COMMITTEE

1. Production of a combination
brochure of registered Red Angus and
Red Angus crosses. This brochure is to
be distributed from the office to recent
and potential buyers of Red Angus.
Production of the brochure is to be a
joint effort of the office and the
Commercial Crosses Committee with
aid from the membership. The estimated
cost of the production is $1,500.00.

“Regus” Steers: Produced by Hereford cows and Red Angus bulls.

RAAA Founders Endorsed Crossbreeding
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2. Establishment of a Red Angus
Crosses listing service at the Red
Angus Association office to assist the
feeder-buyers in locating available
crosses that they might desire. This list-
ing service to be mentioned in the
brochure to indicate to potential bull
buyers that an effort is being made to
market crossbreds.

3. The committee encourages Red
Angus breeders to assist commercial
breeders in any way possible to secure a
market for his crossbred or commercial
calves, and also assume a responsibility
to see that the breeder is satisfied with
the product of the Red Angus bulls he
has purchased.

The 1967 brochure produced as a
result of the above recommendation
was an excellent full color 12-page
piece covering all aspects of Red
Angus. One of the features was a
page of photos showing examples
of calves when Red Angus were
crossed on various biological types

Angus bulls on black Angus cows. 
Editor’s Note: Picture C in the 1967
Crossbreeding Brochure was also used in
the 2006 Crossbreeding Brochure

including Santa Gertrudis,
Shorthorn, Hereford, Brangus, and
Charolais as well as the outstanding
results of straight breeding Red

1967 Red Angus Brochure

RAAA Founders Endorsed Crossbreeding


