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For any of you that missed it, we
had a great convention in Dodge
City, Kansas. It was very well attend-
ed and the enthusiasm for Red Angus
was at an all-time high. Our hosts prom-
ised us a convention that would take us
to the heart of the commercial cattle busi-
ness and they delivered in spades. Some
of the highlights were the tour of the
Cargill Meats Solutions processing plant
on Friday afternoon as well as a terrific
tour on Saturday that included a 180,000
head feed yard. The host group also did a
wonderful job of getting sponsors result-
ing in a great trade show and making
this one of the least expensive conven-
tions we have had in years. I can not tip
my hat enough for the great job our hosts
did in making this a memorable event.

Of course the primary reason for
any RAAA Convention is to do the busi-
ness of the Association. Steve Andras
gave the findings of the committee
formed to review the voting system, and
their recommendation was to leave the
voting system as it now stands. He also
covered the new company, Genetic
Performance Solutions (GPS) that RAAA
has formed with the Brangus association.
This topic was further covered during the
breed improvement committee where
Steve also took questions. In my "State of
the Association" address I revealed that
although registrations were flat for the
year, the Association ended its fiscal year
in a strong financial position (see below).
I also covered and broke down the
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$150,000 commitment RAAA had made
to start GPS.

At conventions we say goodbye to
the board members who have reached
the end of their terms. After working
with someone for six years this is always
a sad event, and [ would like to give my
heartfelt thanks to Kelli Brown and Terry
Boyles for the wonderful job they did in
service to the breed. It is also with excite-
ment that I welcome Tom Woodward and
Martin Morgan to the board.

One of the highlights of any conven-
tion is the awards banquet where we
honor those who have truly excelled in
the breed. I would like to extend my con-
gratulations to Dennis and Clifford
Halfmann, Larry and Jean Croissant,
Frank Wedel, Connie Mushrush, Mary
Otley, Meyer Natural Angus, Amber
Leaf, and Stefan Schneider. I would espe-
cially like to thank Stefan who traveled
from Brazil specifically to attend our con-
vention and received the International
Service Award. Employees Kay Hurley
and Kevin LeMaster received plaques
recognizing their ten years of service.
Another unexpected highlight to the ban-
quet was when Steve Andras asked my
brother, Col. David K. Hough, USMC, to
say a few words. He did a terrific job giv-
ing a motivational and patriotic speech,
and I was very proud of him.

All in all, it was a great convention,
and we look forward to seeing you next
year in Cheyenne, Wyoming. W
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