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2026 GridMaster Challenge Guidelines
The Red Angus GridMaster Challenge was designed by the RAAA Marketing Team 
and approved by the RAAA Board to serve as an educational opportunity for Red 
Angus members and commercial producers. Participants will have firsthand op-
portunities to learn about the fed-cattle sector of the beef industry and learn more 
about their herd’s performance and carcass genetics. 

The Challenge will be hosted by the Tri-County Steer Carcass Futurity with the host 
yard being Nilan Feedyard of Oakland, Iowa. Nilan Feedyard is a multi-generation-
al, family-owned operation and has been a long-time host for other feeding trials 
for TCSCF. 

For further questions, please contact
Taylor Ohlde at 913-626-2715 or Cory Peters at 402-418-2351.

Participant Requirements
1.	 JRA or RAAA member in good standing 

with RAAA.
	 OR
2.	 Commercial producer enrolled in an 

RAAA Process-Verified Program.

Divisions
1.	 Purebred – Parentage verification 

to two RAAA registered parents – 
Category 1A, 1B or 2

2.	 Access – Parentage verification to one 
RAAA Registered Parent – Meet Angus 
Access requirements

Entry Fee - $120
1.	 $20 of the entry fee will go towards a 

pen-reservation fee payable to Tri-
County Steer Carcass Futurity by RAAA. 
This $20 will appear as a credit on the 
feed bill for each animal. 

2.	 $100 of the entry fee will cover genetic 
testing, carcass ultrasounding, data 
collection and other fees associated with 
the Challenge.

Challenge Requirements
1.	 Enrollment Deadline: Nov. 15, 2025
2.	 Completion of Entry Form (page 5), 

Waiver of Lability (page 6) and entry 
fee paid by enrollment deadline.

3.	 Cattle enrolled in Angus Access program 
with EID. Additional form of visual ID 
also required.

4.	 Steers only – May change in future.
5.	 Genetic samples upon arrival and will 

be and tested on Neogen 100K Chip, 
Igenity Beef and parent verified.

6.	 Group Sizes – Per Division - Minimum
	 a.	 Senior Members – 3 head
	 b.	 Junior Members – 1 head
7.	 Birth window of Jan. 1 – April 30, 

2025. 
8.	 Cattle weaned at least 45 days.
9.	 Cattle followed Superior Vac 45+ 

Protocol – Consult GMC Health Protocol 
(Page 4).

10.	 Documented negative BVDPI test.
11.	 Weight Requirement of 600 lbs. 

minimum and 950 lbs. maximum.
12.	 Delivered to Nilan Feedyard between 

Dec.1 and Dec. 7.

Financial and Ownership
1.	 Ownership of the cattle will be retained 

by each participant throughout the 
contest.

2.	 All costs of feeding and development 
will be financed by Tri-County Steer 
Carcass Futurity.

3.	 Payment of cattle, less development 
cost, will be issued as soon as possible 
after harvest.
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Disclaimers
1.	 The Red Angus Association of America, Tri-County Steer Carcass Futurity, Nilan 

Feedyard, staff of all entities and other designated appointees working on behalf of the 
Challenge will not be responsible for sickness, injury or pre-harvest death of any animal 
entered into the Challenge and shall further not be liable for any damage or losses to 
property or injury to person caused by the acts or omissions of others. 

2.	 All death loss will include notification as soon as possible with formal necropsy report.
3.	 Tri-County Steer Carcass Futurity will have “Act of God” insurance in place on all 

animals entered into the Challenge. This will not cover death from sickness or injury.
4.	 Enrollment in RAAA’s Angus Access Process-Verified Program and identified with an EID 

is required.
5.	 Animals entered into the Challenge will be genetically tested for parentage and genetic 

markers. This information will be accessible to producers but will be owned by the 
RAAA. 

6.	 Phenotypic data gathered during the trial will include frame score, muscle score, carcass 
ultrasound and foot and leg scores.

7.	 All information compiled from this Challenge that meets data use parameters will be 
added to the RAAA Genetic Evaluation.

8.	 All expenses incurred during the Challenge are the responsibility of the participant. No 
profit is guaranteed.

9.	 Any animals entered that are treated for sickness or injury multiple times and succumb 
to “railer” status will be marketed or disposed of at the discretion of TCSCF or RAAA.

10.	 Cattle will be developed and fed with the utilization of hormone implants and beta-
agonists.

11.	 Progress reports with updated weights and other compiled data will be sent out during 
the duration of the test for producers to review. Producer anonymity will be maintained 
when sharing group progress reports. 

12.	 All requirements have been approved by RAAA staff, RAAA Board of Directors, 
GridMaster Challenge Oversight Committee, TCSCF and Nilan Feedyard.

Awards and Educational Event
1.	 Still working on being finalized by 

RAAA commercial marketing staff 
and GridMaster Challenge Oversight 
Committee. 

2.	 Educational event will be hosted in 
Spring 2026 prior to cattle shipping 
to harvest. The event will focus on 
educating participants and RAAA 
stakeholders more on the fed cattle and 
packing sectors of the beef industry.
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2026 GridMaster Challenge Health Protocol
Requirements Prior to Delivery
1.	 Calves need to be weaned a minimum 

of 45 days (60 preferred) prior to 
delivery.

2.	 Wean calves on high-roughage diet, 
while meeting mineral and protein 
requirements.

3.	 Ensure calves are enrolled in Angus 
Access program prior to delivery.

4.	 EIDs placed in calves prior to loading 
for delivery to yard.

5.	 Documented Negative BVDPI test with 
proof.

6.	 Steers castrated a minimum of 45 days 
prior to delivery. Knife cut preferred.

7.	 Calves vaccinated to Superior Vac 45+ 
Protocol

General Recommendations
1.	 Have a strong Veterinary Client Patient 

Relationship (VCPR).
2.	 Develop a herd health plan under the 

VCPR.
3.	 Calves follow Superior Vac45+ Protocol 

guidelines.
4.	 Additional vaccinations can be 

administered as needed to meet 
operational needs.

5.	 Receive and maintain BQA training 
for all involved with operational herd 
health.

6.	 Utilize low-stress cattle handling 
techniques.

Health Protocol has been reviewed and approved by
the Oversight Committee and TCSCF representatives.

2026 GridMaster Challenge Schedule and Reporting

Process/delivery:
	 Vet will be on sight and administer vaccinations (Bovishield 

Gold 5, Vision 7 Somnus, Bovlis Nasalgen 3, Vetrimec, Synovex 
Choice, Safe-Guard). A USDA grader will collect frame, muscle 
and flesh score, along with a market price as each calf goes 
through the chute. TCSCF tag will be placed and home tags will 
be recorded. Make sure each calf has a visual home tag, along 
with an EID.

On-Test:
	 Report will give the delivery weight to Iowa, home weight 

and shrink (if the home weights are provided). It will also give 
the on-test weight which is the weight taken after the cattle 
have been to Iowa for 28-35 days. A disposition score will be 
taken when the cattle are weighed on-test and that will also 
be included in the report. If birthdates and birth weights are 
given, report will include a weight-per-day-of-age weight and 

weight-per-day-of-age ratio. The warm-up average daily gain 
is also reported. Foot and leg scores and data from carcass 
ultrasound will be included on this report.

Weigh Update and Carcass Ultrasound:
	 Carcass ultrasound and foot and leg scores will be gathered. 

Weight Report will be provided. 

Re-Implant:
	 Report will include weights taken when the cattle are 

re-implanted 70 days before the first harvest date or 
approximately 60 days after the on-test weights are taken. It 
will also include the average disposition score, overall average 
daily gain, on-test average daily gain, average daily gain 
ratio, weight per day of age and weight per day of age ratio (if 
birthdates are reported). Vet will be on sight to re-implant and 
pour, if needed.

NOTE: These dates and are subject to change based on weather and projected weight of cattle.
This decision will be made at the discretion of TCSCF and RAAA.

Tentative Schedule
Dec. 1-7, 2025..................................... Delivery to Nilan Feedyard
Dec. 8, 2025........................................ Process and Delivery Weights
Jan. 4, 2026......................................... On-Test Weight
March 9, 2026...................................... Weigh Update and Carcass Ultrasounding
April 24, 2026...................................... Re-Implant
Week Prior to Slaughter......................... Final Test Weight

Processing and Report Detail

Superior Vac 45+ Protocols
1.	 Calves are home-raised and 

weaned a minimum of 45 days 
prior to delivery.

2.	 Calves vaccinated three times.
a.	 Branding/turnout, 

preconditioning and weaning
b.	 Branding/turnout, weaning 

and boostered
3.	 Two doses of 7-way, 8-way or 

9-way Clostridial
4.	 Three doses of modified live viral 

5-way.
5.	 Two doses of Mannheimia 

Haemolytica and/or Pasturella 
Multocida.

6.	 Internal and external parasite 
control.
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2026 GridMaster Challenge Entry Form
Name:_________________________________________________________ 	RAAA Account #:	 _ _____________________

Address:___________________________________________	 City____________________	 State_______ 	Zip____________

Phone Number(s):____________________________________	 Email:____________________________________________

Division: _ o 	Senior	 o	 Junior	 # Steers Entering:____________________________________

Cattle Information

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     

Visual ID:________________________

EID:_ ___________________________

Birth Date:________________________

Wean Date:_ ______________________

Division:
	 o	 Purebred	 o	 Angus Access

Sire Registration #:__________________

Dam Registration #: _________________     
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By enrolling cattle in the 2026 GridMaster Challenge, participants expressly 
acknowledge and agree that the Red Angus Association of America (RAAA), Nilan 
Feedyard, Tri-County Steer Carcass Futurity (TCSCF) and any staff, contractors, 
representatives or appointees acting on their behalf shall be released from and 
held harmless against any and all claims, demands, damages, losses, costs, 
liabilities or legal actions of any kind arising out of or related to participation in 
the Challenge. This includes, but is not limited to, claims involving animal health, 
injury, death, transportation, feeding, handling, data collection, processing, harvest 
or market performance.

Participants further agree that enrollment in the Challenge constitutes a waiver 
of any right to pursue legal action against RAAA, Nilan Feedyard, TCSCF or their 
affiliates for any direct, indirect, incidental or consequential damages resulting 
from participation. Responsibility for insuring cattle against loss, injury or death 
remains solely with the participant.

2026 GridMaster Challenge Waiver of Liability

Name:_________________________________________________________________ 	 Date:	 _ _____________________

Participant Signature:_ _________________________________________________________________________________

Received By RAAA Employee Name:________________________________________________________________________

Employee Signature:___________________________________________________________________________________

Date Received:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Complete form
and email to: 

Cory Peters, cory@redangus.org, or
Taylor Ohlde, taylor@redangus.org,

on or before Nov. 15, 2025.

Send enrollment fee to: 
Red Angus Association of America

Attn: GridMaster Challenge
18335 E. 103rd Ave., Suite 202

Commerce City, CO 80022

Confirm
Angus Access
enrollment:

with Cory Peters
or Taylor Ohlde.
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